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O God, my God! Thou art my Hope and my Beloved, my highest Aim and Desire! With great humbleness and entire
devotion I pray to Thee to make me a minaret of Thy love in Thy land, a lamp of Thy knowledge among Thy creatures,
and a banner of divine bounty in Thy dominion.

Number me with such of Thy servants as have detached themselves from everything but Thee, have sanctified themselves
from the transitory things of this world, and have freed themselves from the promptings of the voicers of idle fancies.

Let my heart be dilated with joy through the spirit of confirmation from Thy kingdom, and brighten my eyes by
beholding the hosts of divine assistance descending successively upon me from the kingdom of Thine omnipotent glory.

Thou art, in truth, the Almighty, the All-Glorious, the All-Powerful. —‘Abdu’l‑Bahá



Detachment is not that you should own
nothing, but that nothing should own you.

Detachment does not consist in setting fire to
one's house, or becoming bankrupt or throwing
one's fortune out of the window, or even giving
away all of one's possessions. Detachment consists
in refraining from letting our possessions possess
us... A banker whose occupation does not prevent
him from serving humanity is severed. A poor
man can be attached to a small thing.

—‘Abdu’l‑Bahá

—Ali  ibn  Abi  Talib



Should a man wish to adorn himself with
the ornaments of the earth, to wear its
apparels, or partake of the benefits it can
bestow, no harm can befall him, if he
alloweth nothing whatever to intervene
between him and God, for God hath
ordained every good thing, whether
created in the heavens or in the earth, for
such of His servants as truly believe in
Him. —Bahá’u’lláh 



The Root of suffering is
attachment.

Detachment is not that
you should own nothing,
but that nothing should
own you.

—Buddha

—Buddha



Seek refuge in the attitude of
detachment and you will amass
the wealth of spiritual awareness.

Detachment is as the sun; in
whatsoever heart it doth shine it
quencheth the fire of covetousness
and self.

—Bahá’u’lláh 

—The Bhagavad Gita
 



If the eyelid, however delicate, can deprive
man’s outer eye from beholding the world and
all that is therein, consider then what would be
wrought if the veil of covetousness were to
descend upon his inner eye. Say: O people!
The darkness of greed and envy becloudeth
the radiance of the soul even as the clouds
obstruct the light of the sun. Should 
anyone hearken unto this utterance 
with a discerning ear, he will unfurl 
the wings of detachment and 
soar effortlessly in the 
atmosphere of true 
understanding.

—Bahá’u’lláh 



Detachment is not indifference, it is the
prerequisite for effective involvement.
Often what we think is best for others is
distorted by our attachments to our
opinions. We want others to be happy in
the way we think they should be happy. It
is only when we want nothing for
ourselves that we are able to see clearly
into others needs and understand how to
serve them. —Mahatma Gandhi 

 



Know ye not why We created you all from the same dust? That no one should exalt himself
over the other. Ponder at all times in your hearts how ye were created. Since We have created
you all from one same substance it is incumbent on you to be even as one soul, to walk with
the same feet, eat with the same mouth and dwell in the same land, that from your inmost
being, by your deeds and actions, the signs of oneness and the essence of detachment may be
made manifest. Such is My counsel to you, O concourse of light! Heed ye this counsel that ye
may obtain the fruit of holiness from the tree of wondrous glory.

—Bahá’u’lláh 


