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                                                                            Thou hast created all humanity from the same stock. Thou hast decreed that all shall belong to the same household. In Thy
Holy Presence they are all Thy servants, and all mankind are sheltered beneath Thy Tabernacle; all have gathered together at Thy Table of Bounty; all are
illumined through the light of Thy Providence.
 
O God! Thou art kind to all, Thou hast provided for all, dost shelter all, conferrest life upon all. Thou hast endowed each and all with talents and faculties, and
all are submerged in the Ocean of Thy Mercy.
 
O Thou kind Lord! Unite all. Let the religions agree and make the nations one, so that they may see each other as one family and the whole earth as one
home. May they all live together in perfect harmony.
 
O God! Raise aloft the banner of the oneness of mankind.
 
O God! Establish the Most Great Peace.
 
Cement Thou, O God, the hearts together.
 
O Thou kind Father, God! Gladden our hearts through the fragrance of Thy love. Brighten our eyes through the Light of Thy Guidance. Delight our ears with
the melody of Thy Word, and shelter us all in the Stronghold of Thy Providence.
 
Thou art the Mighty and Powerful, Thou art the Forgiving and Thou art the One Who overlooketh the shortcomings of all mankind.

—‘Abdu’l‑Bahá

O Thou kind Lord! 

A Prayer to Begin



Let your vision be world embracing.
 

—Bahá'u'lláh



One of the sayings in our country is Ubuntu—the essence of
being human. Ubuntu speaks particularly about the fact that
you can’t exist as a human being in isolation. It speaks about
our interconnectedness... We think of ourselves far too
frequently as just individuals, separated from one another,
whereas you are connected and what you do affects the whole
world. When you do well, it spreads out; it is for the whole of
humanity. 

—Archbishop Desmond Tutu

An individual has not begun to live until he can rise above the
narrow horizons of his particular individualistic concerns to
the broader concerns of all humanity. 

—Martin Luther King Jr.



That humanity constitutes a single people is a truth that, once viewed with
scepticism, claims widespread acceptance today. The rejection of deeply

ingrained prejudices and a growing sense of world citizenship are among the
signs of this heightened awareness. Yet, however promising the rise in collective

consciousness may be, it should be seen as only the first step of a process that
will take decades—nay, centuries—to unfold. For the principle of the oneness of

humankind, as proclaimed by Bahá’u’lláh, asks not merely for cooperation
among people and nations. It calls for a complete reconceptualization of the

relationships that sustain society. 
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United we stand, divided
we fall.

—Aesop

If everyone helps to hold up
the sky, then one person
does not become tired.

—African Proverb



 … not only are humanity’s talents and capacities shared by all its
members, but its problems and afflictions likewise ultimately affect all.

Whether in sickness or health, the human family constitutes a single
species, and the condition of any part of it cannot be intelligently

considered in isolation from this systemic oneness. As the present state of
the world illustrates all too clearly, attempts by the leadership of society

to proceed otherwise is merely to exacerbate the problems.  
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Thousands of candles can be lit from a single
candle, and the life of the candle will not be
shortened. Happiness never decreases by being
shared. 

—Buddha



The diversity in the human family should
be the cause of love and harmony, as it is

in music where many different notes
blend together in the making of a perfect

chord. 
—‘Abdu’l‑Bahá

Humanity may be likened unto the vari-
colored flowers of one garden. There is

unity in diversity. Each sets off and
enhances the other's beauty.

—‘Abdu’l‑Bahá



Unity in diversity stands in contrast to uniformity. It cherishes the natural diversity of
temperament and talents among individuals as well as humanity's variegated experiences,
cultures and viewpoints, inasmuch as they contribute to the human family's progress and
well-being... It represents a heritage that enriches us all and that must be permitted to bear

its fruit in a global civilization. Acceptance of the concept of unity in diversity, therefore,
implies the development in the individual of a global consciousness, a sense of world

citizenship, and a love for humanity as a whole. In this regard, each individual needs to
understand that, since the body of humankind is one and indivisible, each member of the

human race is born into the world as a trust of the whole and that the advantage of the
part in a world society is best served by promoting the advantage of the whole.

BAHÁ’Í INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY



And let it be known once more that until woman and
man recognize and realize equality, social and
political progress here or anywhere will not be
possible. For the world of humanity consists of two
parts or members: one is woman; the other is man.
Until these two members are equal in strength, the
oneness of humanity cannot be established, and the
happiness and felicity of mankind will not be a
reality.

—‘Abdu’l‑Bahá

The world of humanity has two wings—one is
women and the other men. Not until both wings are
equally developed can the bird fly.

—‘Abdu’l‑Bahá



If you desire with all your heart, friendship with every race on
earth, your thought, spiritual and positive, will spread; it will
become the desire of others, growing stronger and stronger, until it
reaches the minds of all men.

—‘Abdu’l-Bahá
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