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O Thou compassionate Lord, Thou Who art generous and able! We are servants of 
Thine sheltered beneath Thy providence. Cast Thy glance of favor upon us. Give light to 
our eyes, hearing to our ears, and understanding and love to our hearts. Render our 
souls joyous and happy through Thy glad tidings. O Lord! Point out to us the pathway of 
Thy kingdom and resuscitate all of us through the breaths of the Holy Spirit. Bestow 
upon us life everlasting and confer upon us never-ending honor. Unify mankind and 
illumine the world of humanity. May we all follow Thy pathway, long for Thy good 
pleasure and seek the mysteries of Thy kingdom. O God! Unite us and connect our 
hearts with Thy indissoluble bond. Verily, Thou art the Giver, Thou art the Kind One 
and Thou art the Almighty.


—‘Abdu’l-Bahá

A PRAYER TO BEGIN WITH



The divine purpose is that men should live in unity, concord and 
agreement and should love one another. Consider the virtues of the 
human world and realize that the oneness of humanity is the primary 
foundation of them all. Read the Gospel and the other Holy Books. You 
will find their fundamentals are one and the same. Therefore, unity is the 
essential truth of religion and, when so understood, embraces all the 
virtues of the human world... Therefore, we must endeavor to promulgate 
and practice the religion of God which has been founded by all the 
Prophets. And the religion of God is absolute love and unity.  —‘Abdu’l-Bahá



A nd above all these 
put on love, which binds 
everything together in 
perfect harmony. 


—Colossians 3:14

Behold, how good and 
pleasant it is when brothers 
dwell in unity!


—Psalm 133:1



I  refuse to accept the view that mankind is so tragically bound to the starless 
midnight of racism and war that the bright daybreak of peace and brotherhood can 
never become a reality.  I believe that unarmed truth and unconditional love will have 
the final word.  —Martin Luther King, Jr.

Thousands of candles can be lit from a single 
candle, and the life of the candle will not be shortened. 
Happiness never decreases by being shared. —BuddhaWhere there is unity there is always victory. –Publilius Syrus



O contending peoples and kindreds of the earth! Set your faces towards unity, 
and let the radiance of its light shine upon you. Gather ye together, and for the 
sake of God resolve to root out whatever is the source of contention amongst you.

Therefore, do not look at the shortcomings of anybody; see with the 
sight of forgiveness. The imperfect eye beholds imperfections. The 
eye that covers faults looks toward the Creator of souls. —‘Abdu’l-Bahá

Icharge you all that each one of you concentrate all the thoughts of your heart on love 
and unity. When a thought of war comes, oppose it by a stronger thought of peace. A 
thought of hatred must be destroyed by a more powerful thought of love. —‘Abdu’l-Bahá

—Bahá’u’lláh



Consort with all the peoples, kindreds and religions of the world with the utmost 
truthfulness, uprightness, faithfulness, kindliness, good-will and friendliness...that ignorance, 
enmity, hate and rancor may vanish from the world and the darkness of estrangement amidst 
the peoples and kindreds of the world give way to the Light of Unity.

I f any differences arise amongst you, behold Me standing before your face, and overlook 
the faults of one another for My name’s sake and as a token of your love for My manifest and 
resplendent Cause.—Bahá’u’lláh 

Complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full 
accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility 
count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own 
interests, but also to the interests of others. —Philippians 2:2-4

—‘Abdu’l-Bahá



The diversity in the human family should be the cause of love and harmony, as it is in music 
where many different notes blend together in the making of a perfect chord. If you meet those of 
different race and color from yourself, do not mistrust them and withdraw yourself into your shell 
of conventionality, but rather be glad and show them kindness. Think of them as different colored 
roses growing in the beautiful garden of humanity, and rejoice to be among them. —‘Abdu’l-Bahá

We are of course 
a nation of differences. 
Those differences 
don’t make us weak. 
They’re the source of 
our strength.  —Jimmy 

Carter

See ye no strangers; 
rather see all men as 
friends, for love and 
unity come hard when 
ye fix your gaze on 
otherness... —‘Abdu’l-Bahá



The supreme need of humanity is cooperation and reciprocity. The stronger the ties of 
fellowship and solidarity amongst men, the greater will be the power of constructiveness and 
accomplishment in all the planes of human activity.—‘Abdu’l-Bahá

A nd hold fast to the rope of God, all together, and be not 
divided.—Quran

The well-being of mankind, its peace and security, are unattainable unless and 
until its unity is firmly established.—Bahá’u’lláh 

The light of men is Justice. Quench it not with the contrary 
winds of oppression and tyranny. The purpose of justice is the 
appearance of unity among men. —Bahá’u’lláh



To know this is not enough. All knowledge is good, but it can bear no fruit except by 
action. It is well to know that riches are good, but that knowledge will not make a man 
rich; he must work, he must put his knowledge into practice. We hope the people realize 
and know that unity is good, and we also hope that they will not be content to stand still 
in that knowledge. Do not only say that Unity, Love and Brotherhood are good; you must 
work for their realization. —‘Abdu’l-Bahá

L ove and unity are the needs of the body politic today. Without these there can be no progress or prosperity 
attained. Therefore, the friends of God must adhere to the power which will create this love and unity in the 
hearts of the sons of men. Science cannot cure the illness of the body politic. Science cannot create amity and 
fellowship in human hearts. Neither can patriotism nor racial allegiance effect a remedy. It must be 
accomplished solely through the divine bounties and spiritual bestowals which have descended from God in this 
day for that purpose... The spiritual teachings of the religion of God can alone create this love, unity and accord 
in human hearts.—‘Abdu’l-Baha



So powerful is the light of unity 
that it can illuminate the whole earth.


—Bahá’u’lláh
©www.simplestrandoflove.com 


