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O Divine Providence! This assemblage is composed of Thy friends who are 

attracted to Thy beauty and are set ablaze by the fire of Thy love. Turn these souls 

into heavenly angels, resuscitate them through the breath of Thy Holy Spirit, grant 

them eloquent tongues and resolute hearts, bestow upon them heavenly power 

and merciful susceptibilities, cause them to become the promulgators of the 

oneness of mankind and the cause of love and concord in the world of humanity, 

so that the perilous darkness of ignorant prejudice may vanish through the light of 

the Sun of Truth, this dreary world may become illumined, this material realm 

may absorb the rays of the world of spirit, these different colors may merge into 

one color and the melody of praise may rise to the kingdom of Thy sanctity. 

Verily, Thou art the Omnipotent and the Almighty! —'Abdu’l-Bahá

A prayer to begin with



For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 

only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish, 

but have eternal life.      

—The Bible: John 3:16 



If you plant a seed in the ground, a tree will become manifest from that seed. The seed 

sacrifices itself to the tree that will come from it. The seed is outwardly lost, destroyed; but the 

same seed which is sacrificed will be absorbed and embodied in the tree, its blossoms, fruit and 

branches. If the identity of that seed had not been sacrificed to the tree which became manifest 

from it, no branches, blossoms or fruits would have been forthcoming. Christ outwardly 

disappeared. His personal identity became hidden from the eyes, even as the identity of the 

seed disappeared; but the bounties, divine qualities and perfections of Christ became manifest 

in the Christian community which Christ founded through sacrificing Himself. When you look 

at the tree, you will realize that the perfections, blessings, properties and beauty of the seed 

have become manifest in the branches, twigs, blossoms and fruit; consequently, the seed has 

sacrificed itself to the tree. Had it not done so, the tree would not have come into existence. 

Christ, like unto the seed, sacrificed Himself for the tree of Christianity. Therefore, His 

perfections, bounties, favors, lights and graces became manifest in the Christian community, for 

the coming of which He sacrificed Himself. —‘Abdu’l-Bahá



K NOW thou that when the Son of Man yielded up His breath to 

God, the whole creation wept with a great weeping. By sacrificing 

Himself, however, a fresh capacity was infused into all created things. 

Its evidences, as witnessed in all the peoples of the earth, are now 

manifest before thee. The deepest wisdom which the sages have 

uttered, the profoundest learning which any mind hath unfolded, the 

arts which the ablest hands have produced, the influence exerted by 

the most potent of rulers, are but manifestations of the quickening 

power released by His transcendent, His all-pervasive, and resplendent 

Spirit. —Bahá’u’lláh 



Every man trained through the teachings of God and 

illumined by the light of His guidance, who becomes a 

believer in God and His signs and is enkindled with the fire 

of the love of God, sacrifices the imperfections of nature for 

the sake of divine perfections. Consequently, every perfect 

person, every illumined, heavenly individual stands in the 

station of sacrifice.  
-‘Abdu’l-Baha 



Do not be conformed to this 

world, but be transformed by 

the renewal of your mind, that 

by testing you may discern what 

is the will of God, what is good 

and acceptable and perfect. 

  
—The Bible: Romans 12:2 

Do not neglect to do 

good and to share what you 

have, for such sacrifices are 

pleasing to God. 

—The Bible: Hebrews 13:16 



Entrance into the Kingdom is through the love of God, 

through detachment, through sanctity and holiness, 

through truthfulness and purity, through steadfastness 

and faithfulness, and through self-sacrifice. 

—‘Abdu’l-Bahá



The sacrifice which causes sorrow to the doer of the 

sacrifice is no sacrifice. Real sacrifice lightens the mind 

of the doer and gives him a sense of peace and joy.  

—Mahatma Gandhi 



You can never cross the 

ocean unless you loose 

sight of the shore.  

—Anon 

You can only become 

great at something you are 

willing to sacrifice for. 

― Maya Angelou



Do not judge me by my successes, 

judge me by how many times I fell down 

and got back up again. 

― Nelson Mandela 



We will not build a 

peaceful world by following 

a negative path. It is not 

enough to say we will not 

wage war. It is necessary to 

love peace and sacrifice for 

it. 

—Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Human progress is neither 

automatic nor inevitable... Every 

step toward the goal of justice 

requires sacrifice, suffering, and 

struggle; the tireless exertions 

and passionate concern of 

dedicated individuals. 
—Martin Luther King, Jr.
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There is nothing greater or more blessed than the Love of God! It 

gives healing to the sick, balm to the wounded, joy and consolation to 

the whole world, and through it alone can man attain Life Everlasting. 

The essence of all religions is the Love of God, and it is the foundation 

of all the sacred teachings... 

Thus I exhort each of you, realizing its power and beauty, to sacrifice 

all your thoughts, words and actions to bring the knowledge of the 

Love of God into every heart.  

—‘Abdu’l-Bahá  



Give, even if you only have a little. 
—The Buddha 



WHAT a power is love! It is the most wonderful, the greatest of 

all living powers. 

Love gives life to the lifeless. Love lights a flame in the heart that is 

cold. Love brings hope to the hopeless and gladdens the hearts of the 

sorrowful. 

In the world of existence there is indeed no greater power than the 

power of love. When the heart of man is aglow with the flame of love, 

he is ready to sacrifice all—even his life. In the Gospel it is said God 

is love. —‘Abdu’l-Bahá
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